tory?inasmuch as the proportion of births exceeds that of any previous year's return for the fourth quarter ; while the proportion of marriages, though not quite equal to that of the corresponding quarters of 1855 and 1856, is equal to that of 1857, and greatly exceeds that of 1858. As a counter-balance to this, however, the proportion of deaths, though below that of the fourth quarter of last year, is considerably higher than that of all the previous years, the causes of which will be afterwards explained. 
QUARTERLY RETURN OF BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 879
As usual, the proportion of births in town and country districts varied considerably. Thus 
